
OPMA – ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

PRACTICE TIPS
For Local Government Success

For more 
.

1

If you, as a member of the governing body (e.g., city council, board of commissioners, planning 
commission), communicate with other members of the governing body by email, keep in mind that email 

OPMA. This principle also applies to text messaging and instant messaging.

 If a majority of the members of the governing 

conduct agency business.

• An email message to a majority or more of your colleagues on the governing body is allowable when 

body.

any email replies with the other members of the governing body as part of that email exchange.
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2
meet and conduct agency business.

3
Under RCW 42.30.080

RCW 42.30.080, we believe it’s permissible for a majority of the 

electronic means.

4

feed) to host a discussion about issues related to the agency, and the discussion includes comments 
from members of the governing body, could that violate the OPMA?

 If the discussion includes comments from a majority of the members of the governing body, 

5 
trust in the agency’s commitment to open government.
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